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Dear friends,
as the law school begins the spring 2013 semester, this 
issue of Sooner Lawyer looks back on the previous two 
semesters. in each edition of this magazine, we endeavor 
to update our alumni and friends on the excitement 
and activity occurring at the oU College of law and 
provide a window into the many accomplishments of our 
students, faculty and alumni. our goal is to capture and 
communicate a sense of the people, programs, activities and events that make the oU 
law experience exceptional. 
one important factor in making oU law an exceptional experience was recognized in the 
september issue of National Jurist. OU Law was ranked as one of the top 15 “Best 
Value” law schools in the country – receiving a grade of “A+.” we are gratified by this 
national recognition and believe that being a best value law school, combining excellence 
and affordability, is central to our mission as the state’s premier law school.
The attributes of excellence and affordability are necessary, but not sufficient. given 
our special role, we must also graduate students who understand the fundamental 
importance of service under the law, the concept at the core of our noble profession. To 
continue to produce lawyers who lead the state, nation and world, we must infuse this 
obligation into all elements of our education. we begin this message before the students’ 
first day of classes, with the owl Ceremony and academic Convocation, and continue it 
throughout their time at oU law.
The lead feature of this Sooner Lawyer highlights one important example of our shared 
commitment to service, telling the story of oU law graduates in the military. These stories 
are a sampling of the many oU law alumni whose military careers have helped shape and 
advance our nation’s armed services.
Brad Carson (’94), whose impressive record of public service includes military service, is the 
subject of the next story, which tells of his presidential appointment to serve as the general 
counsel of the Department of the army. 
This edition also highlights five outstanding alumni, inducted as the second class of the 
order of the owl hall of fame in november. a story about the induction ceremony explains 
how service and leadership were instrumental in their selection for this honor.
Chief Justice Tom Colbert (’82), of the oklahoma supreme Court, and Presiding Judge 
David lewis (’83), of the Court of Criminal appeals, were each the first african-american 
appointed to serve on their courts. They made history again when they were sworn-in as 
the leaders of oklahoma’s highest courts. 
also included in this issue is a pictorial feature showcasing the first group of oU law 
students who participated in our new Chinese law summer Program. our students 
participated with students from four other universities in the program based at renmin 
University law school in Beijing.
our alumni and friends are so important to us. Please keep us informed of your 
professional news we can share as a news brief in the Class notes section of upcoming 
issues. Thank you for your continued support. 
warmest regards,
Joseph harroz, Jr. 
Dean and Professor 
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military service has played an important role in the history of the 
oU College of law. hundreds of alumni have served in the armed 
services. examples of the impact of that service are cited by authors Bob Burke and steven 
Taylor in University of Oklahoma College of Law: A Centennial History, as they tell the story 
of the first 100 years of the College. 
During its ninth year of operation, the law school’s enrollment 
numbers plummeted with america’s entry into world war i. 
with several law students joining the military and potential 
first-year students doing the same, law school enrollment 
dropped from 180 to 80. however, following the war, “a 
flood of returning veterans” sought admission and enrollment 
numbers rose. 
a similar ebb and flow of enrollment numbers was seen with 
each war in which the United states engaged. The College of 
law adapted with these changes in enrollment. one adaptation 
came following world war ii and the korean war: students 
were allowed to combine the final undergraduate year with the 
first year of law school. The practice began, the authors said, in 
an effort to allow veterans to “make up lost time.”
over the years, alumni military service has varied by 
circumstance and timing. while many served in the military 
prior to attending law school, others had their legal education 
interrupted by a period of service. some alumni, upon 
graduating from law school, began their legal careers in one of 
the branches of service as military lawyers – judge advocates. 
OU Law grads
answer the call
| By JOneLLa Frank |
sooner l aw yer
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one oU law grad who served prior to entering law school is 
stan evans (’03), former assistant dean for students at oU law. 
evans served more than 30 years in the U.s. army, rising to the 
rank of colonel and capping his military career as the garrison 
commander of fort leavenworth, kansas.
after retiring from the army, evans entered law school at the 
age of 54 to embark on a new career. Upon graduating from 
law school and passing the oklahoma bar exam, he took on the 
job of assistant dean, a position he held for eight years.
“over the years, the University of oklahoma College of law has 
had a special affinity for students coming from the military, and 
for students with an interest in becoming military lawyers,” said 
evans. “one of the contributing factors is that oU law has had 
a long history of faculty and administrative leaders who have 
had military experience.”
evans points to former Dean wayne e. alley, whose career in 
the U.s. army spanned 29 years, including more than 22 years 
in the Jag Corps. retiring with the rank of brigadier general, 
alley became oU law’s eighth dean in 1981. four years later, he 
was appointed judge of the U.s. District Court, western District 
of oklahoma. alley, who assumed senior status in 1999 and 
retired from the bench in 2004, continues his affiliation with the 
College of law, serving as jurist in residence.
another of evans’ examples of faculty with military experience 
is Professor robert B. smith, who joined the faculty 30 years 
ago and served as associate dean for academics from 1998 until 
2003. he came to oU law in 1982, after more than 20 years 
in the U.s. army Jag Corps, in which he attained the rank of 
colonel. smith retired from full-time faculty status in 2008, but 
continues to teach lawyering and Trial Techniques.
a steady stream of College of law graduates has successfully 
pursued military legal careers in recent years. evans said oU law 
has become known among military recruiters as a college where 
quality applicants for Jag programs can be found. 
Casey Delaney, director of the office of Professional and Career 
Development, agreed and explained the competitive nature of 
the process. “all branches actively recruit at oU law,” she said. 
“Jag positions are highly coveted like judicial clerkships. They 
only accept about 2 percent of applicants for these positions.” 
several alumni who have served or are currently serving as judge 
advocates will be highlighted here. many people’s perception of 
judge advocates is influenced by the movie, A Few Good Men, 
or the television series, JAG. learning about real-life experiences 
of oU law alumni practicing 
their profession while serving 
their country may help 
separate fact from fiction.
Gary Lumpkin (’74), a judge 
on the oklahoma Court 
of Criminal appeals, took 
a circuitous route during a 
30-year military career to his 
service as a military lawyer. he 
served as a communications 
officer in the U.s. marine 
Corps from 1968 until 1971, 
including 18 months in 
vietnam. Upon leaving active 
duty, lumpkin entered the 
marine Corps reserve and 
the University of oklahoma 
College of law.
lumpkin continued in reserve 
service during law school and 
after graduation while working as a young lawyer. he began 
his judicial career in 1982, serving as associate district judge 
for marshall County, a position he held until 1985, when he 
became district judge of the 20th Judicial District. following 
a gubernatorial appointment in 1989, lumpkin joined the 
oklahoma Court of Criminal appeals. 
in 1991, shortly after lumpkin completed his annual reserve 
qualification summary to report his reserve and civilian activities 
to headquarters marine Corps, he was transferred to the navy-
marine Corps Trial Judiciary. “apparently, they were short of 
trial judges and saw my trial judge experience on the reserve 
qualification summary,” lumpkin explained.
lumpkin reported to newport, rhode island, to attend the 
naval Justice school, where all judge advocates for the navy, 
marine Corps and Coast guard are trained. Upon completion 
of training, lumpkin was certified as a judge advocate and 
special court-martial judge. a year later, he received additional 
certification as a general court-martial judge. 
OU Law grads
answer the call
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lumpkin assumed duties as a military trial judge in January 
1992. he tried cases and took pleas during drill periods and 
while on active duty. his assignments took him to Camp 
lejeune, north Carolina; norfolk, virginia; quantico, virginia; 
and washington, D.C.
in 1995, lumpkin was appointed to be one of two marine 
reserve appellate judges on the navy-marine Corps Court of 
Criminal appeals. The six-member court works in panels of three 
judges and handles cases much like a civilian appellate court. 
lumpkin’s service to his country now mirrored his service to the 
state of oklahoma. 
lumpkin retired from the marine Corps with the rank of colonel 
in 1998. “it was a great experience,” he said. “as with any 
military service in the reserve establishment, it involves loss 
of personal time, whether attending drills, or active duty, or 
performing duties in between those times. it definitely requires 
a supporting family, as they must sacrifice also. i have been 
blessed throughout my career in public service – in the military 
and civilian arenas – with a wonderfully supporting wife, 
Barbara, and an understanding son, richard. i could not have 
completed 30 years of service in the military without them.”
Fletcher Handley (’79) has practiced law in el reno, 
oklahoma, for almost 35 years. That number also represents 
the total years of service he amassed in three different branches 
of the armed forces. 
in 1966, while a freshman at the University of oklahoma, 
handley began his military career as an air force roTC cadet. 
he later enlisted in the U.s. navy and served four years on active 
duty as an aircrewman on a P-3 orion, an anti-submarine and 
maritime surveillance aircraft.
handley completed his navy service in 1972 and obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in professional writing from oU in 1975 
before starting law school the following year. he began 
practicing in el reno in 1978 as a licensed legal intern, then 
graduated and passed the bar exam in 1979. 
Because he decided to continue his military service and utilize 
his legal training, handley joined the oklahoma army national 
guard in 1981. at the time, no slots were available for officers, 
so he enlisted as a sergeant and worked as a legal clerk until 
an officer’s slot became available. handley received a direct 
commission as a first lieutenant in the army Jag Corps in 1984. 
for 24 years, handley served in the oklahoma army national 
guard, serving as trial and defense counsel in the 45th infantry 
Brigade, the staff judge advocate of the 45th Troop Command, 
the deputy state judge advocate at Joint force headquarters in 
oklahoma City, and military judge. in 2008, he retired with the 
rank of lieutenant colonel.
handley’s military career took him around the globe, from 
numerous sites throughout the United states to the azores, 
spain and italy. as part of naTo missions, he spent time in 
norway, Puerto rico and Bermuda.
experience in the army Jag Corps led handley to serve on the 
american Bar association standing Committee on armed forces 
law. in addition, he was appointed to an aBa special task force 
that published a report recommending legislation designed to 
ensure service members are afforded the same rights as civilians.
handley is a staunch believer in the personal benefits of military 
service. Understandably proud of his two sons, who both served 
in the U.s. navy and spent time in the Persian gulf during the 
second gulf war, handley stated, “There is a certain amount of 
maturity that comes from military service that i don’t see young 
men or women getting from any other source today. mandatory 
fletcher handley and his sons, ashton and alex
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national service would solve many of the problems we see in 
society today.”
Michelle Lindo McCluer (’97) had a desire to see the world. in 
her final semester of law school, she researched all branches of 
the military and focused on joining the U.s. air force Jag Corps. 
she was successful, and her first active duty assignment took 
her to ellsworth air force Base, south Dakota. she started as a 
prosecutor and later served as the base’s only defense counsel. 
her desire to get courtroom experience came about quickly. 
on her second court-martial, she was the lead prosecutor in a 
sexual assault case. 
Two weeks prior to the 9/11 attacks, and only four years after 
law school graduation, mcCluer moved to yokoto air Base in 
Tokyo, Japan, as the no. 2 air force defense attorney in the 
Pacific Circuit. with this assignment came travel…lots of it. 
“while the travel in the Pacific was brutal, i was still mindful 
that i was not in harm’s way like many of my fellow uniformed 
attorneys and non-attorney friends,” explained mcCluer. “i 
stepped into north korea at the DmZ, climbed to the summit 
of mount fuji, and watched 
molten lava cool at my feet in 
hawaii.” her wish to see the 
world came true. 
her next career move came 
in the summer of 2003, when 
she began an assignment 
at Bolling air force Base in 
washington, D.C. mcCluer 
acquired more courtroom 
experience as an appellate 
counsel representing the 
United states. During her 
three years in this position, 
she gave 12 oral arguments 
before the U.s. Court of appeals for the armed forces.
in 2006, mcCluer’s next assignment took her a short distance 
to andrews air force Base, the home of air force one. for two 
years, she was the no. 2 attorney in the base legal office. 
after her time there, mcCluer was ready for another change. 
“with a toddler and a civilian husband, life out of uniform 
beckoned,” she said. however, her love of D.C. kept her in the 
area as she went to work, first as the executive director of the 
national institute of military Justice, and later, as the deputy 
ethics officer for the Bureau of ocean energy management.
in summarizing her military service, mcCluer said, “i have stood 
on the deck of the Uss missouri, where the Japanese signed 
the surrender in world war ii, and gazed across the water to 
where the war began for the United states at Pearl harbor. i 
also saw firsthand the one remaining symbol of the devastation 
at hiroshima, and i have walked under the enola gay. i have 
watched the military bands march up the hill to the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at arlington national Cemetery as the vice president 
laid a wreath there on memorial Day. These all remind me that 
freedom is not free, and i am proud to have served the brave.”
Henry J. “Jake” Brezillac (’03) was a captain in the U.s. marine 
Corps, serving as an artillery officer when he decided to pursue 
his interest in the law. he enjoyed being a marine and was 
excited at the prospect of continuing his military service as an 
attorney. knowing he would serve in the marine Corps until his 
retirement, Brezillac also saw the potential of a legal education 
and career for his post-retirement years.
he applied to a marine Corps program, in which four to eight 
officers per year are selected to attend law school. Brezillac 
was selected and entered the oU College of law in 2000 while 
on active duty. following law school graduation, he attended 
the naval Justice school in newport, rhode island. in 2007, he 
obtained an advanced law degree, earning an ll.m. from the 
army’s Judge advocate general’s legal Center and school in 
Charlottesville, virginia.
Brezillac has been in the marine Corps for more than 17 years. 
Before law school, he served at Twentynine Palms, California, 
and at fort sill, oklahoma. since becoming a judge advocate, 
he has seen assignments in California, Japan, north Carolina 
and afghanistan. he currently serves at marine Corps air 
station Beaufort, south Carolina, as the senior attorney for that 
installation.
it is his time in afghanistan he considers the most memorable 
experience of his military service. “it is almost indescribable,” 
Brezillac said. “you could be sitting down with an afghan army 
officer in his shaded garden, drinking tea and eating the best 
watermelon you ever tasted, yet you are armed to the teeth 
because you just don’t know what could happen next.” 
michelle lindo mcCluer and her 
husband, Jess mcCluer, holding their 
daughter, gabriella
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Brezillac values the legal education he received at oU law. “The 
faculty really educated me on being a counselor of the law. it is 
that perspective of ‘counselor’ that is more important than just 
simply finding the law and applying it,” he explained. 
he also appreciates his oU professors’ emphasis on 
understanding the intent and spirit of laws. “oU helped me begin 
to see this perspective and prepared me to always analyze legal 
issues through the spirit and intent lens, in addition to reading, 
applying and communicating the law,” Brezillac said. “This deeper 
understanding has paid big dividends for me when working on 
the international scene where national concerns of sovereignty 
and culture are centrally woven into international laws.”
C. Brent Dishman (’05) also 
entered the Jag Corps in an 
unconventional manner. after 
graduating from the air force 
academy in 2000, Dishman 
was assigned to Dover air 
force Base, Delaware, as an 
aircraft maintenance officer. 
he enjoyed the leadership 
aspects of the job, but 
realized it was not the career 
he desired. Two personnel 
issues involving men under his 
command brought Dishman 
into contact with the base legal office and illuminated a career 
path for him.
he applied and was accepted for the air force extended leave 
Program, which allows officers to attend law school without 
pay, retain their benefits, and have their years in law school 
count as time served. 
after graduating from law school and passing the oklahoma bar 
exam, Dishman was assigned to lackland air force Base, Texas, as 
prosecutor and chief of military justice. after almost three years, 
he was named the area defense counsel, still based at lackland. 
in 2009, his final active duty assignment took him to sheppard air 
force Base, Texas, as the senior defense counsel. for three years, 
Dishman was involved in complex criminal litigation, supervising 
area defense counsel in portions of Texas and new mexico. 
Currently a reserve major in the office of the staff judge 
advocate assigned to Tinker air force Base, oklahoma, he is the 
founder of Dishman military advocates in edmond, oklahoma. 
his firm represents service members facing a variety of actions 
that could negatively affect a military career.
Dishman’s most memorable active duty experience is his 2009 
representation of an air force captain, serving as a nurse, 
who was accused of murdering three terminally ill patients by 
intentional overdose. his team’s investigation indicated medical 
records had been altered after the deaths to shift responsibility 
to the nursing staff. after obtaining a court order to access an 
internal hospital report, which vindicated his client, the defense 
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Dishman believes he left oU law with the necessary legal 
knowledge to provide legal assistance to airmen and their 
families as a new judge advocate in a base legal office. “it was 
very rewarding to be able to use that knowledge in a way that 
had a positive impact on people’s lives,” he said. “as i grew as 
a Jag, i sought opportunities to litigate courts-martial, and the 
courses i took in constitutional law, criminal law and procedure, 
and trial techniques were crucial in me hitting the ground 
running in court.” 
H. Wayne Janoe (’09) joined the army for a variety of reasons, 
but having three brothers serve foreign deployments in the 
army was a primary motivator. “There is a history of service in 
my family and it’s hard to overstate how proud i was,” Janoe 
explained. “i wanted to live up to their example.”
Janoe applied for the army Jag Corps in his third year of law 
school. when selected, he was told it would be a year before 
he would began training. while he waited, Janoe took the 
oklahoma bar exam, visited sweden for two months and 
returned to oklahoma to practice law with his stepfather in 
Alumnus is first judge advocate in U.S. Marine Corps to wear 2 stars
Vaughn A. Ary (’87) grew 
up in ada, oklahoma, and 
attended northwestern 
oklahoma state University, 
earning a bachelor’s degree 
in economics and history. he 
graduated from oU law in 
1987 and was admitted to 
the oklahoma Bar association 
that same year. in 1993, 
he earned an ll.m. in 
international law from george 
washington University, and 
five years later, received a master’s degree in military studies 
from the marine Corps Command and staff College.
Upon completing training at the naval Justice school, ary’s first 
assignment as a judge advocate took him to okinawa, Japan. 
During this time, he was deployed to korea, the Philippines and 
southwest asia for operations Desert shield and Desert storm. 
in 1991, ary was named deputy staff judge advocate for the 
U.s. marine forces, atlantic. it was during this assignment 
that he was selected to attend george washington University 
to pursue an ll.m. Upon completion of his degree, he was 
assigned to the Pentagon as the head of the law of armed 
conflict branch in the office of the Judge advocate general, 
Department of the navy.
ary was reassigned in 1996 to serve as deputy legal counsel 
to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of staff. he provided legal 
advice to the chairman and the joint staff on the law of war, 
arms control, counter-drug operations, and counter-terrorism.
after receiving his master’s degree in military studies in 1998, 
ary reported to Camp Pendleton, California, where he was 
responsible for prosecuting courts-martial. later, from 2001 
until 2004, he served as a staff judge advocate and deployed in 
support of operations iraqi freedom i and ii.
ary spent the next two years as the commanding officer of 
second recruit Training Battalion at the marine Corps recruit 
Depot in san Diego. in 2008, he was assigned as the deputy 
staff judge advocate to the commandant of the marine Corps.
in march 2010, ary was promoted to major general, becoming 
the first marine judge advocate to attain that rank. he currently 
serves as the staff judge advocate to the commandant and 
director of the Judge advocate Division.
During his 25-year career, he has received the Defense 
meritorious service medal, meritorious service medal, navy 
and marine Corps Commendation medal, and the navy and 
marine Corps achievement medal. in addition, the american Bar 
association named him an outstanding military lawyer of the 
year in 2009 and in 2012, awarded him a presidential citation.
Published by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons, 2012
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antlers, oklahoma. on independence Day 2010, he was sworn 
into the U.s. army as a first lieutenant.
for 10 ½ weeks, Janoe studied military law at The Judge 
advocate general’s legal Center and school in Charlottesville, 
virginia, on the University of virginia campus. next came six 
weeks of training in military and combat skills at fort Benning, 
georgia.
after completing training in november 2010, Janoe was 
stationed at fort stewart, georgia, with the 3rd infantry Division 
and was soon promoted to captain. he enjoyed working there 
and living in downtown savannah, georgia, for two years. 
The location of his next assignment provided a stark contrast to 
savannah. in august 2012, Janoe began a year-long deployment 
to afghanistan. he began at kandahar airfield in kandahar 
Province in southern afghanistan, but was later relocated to 
Zabul Province, a region further north, with similar desert terrain. 
his next assignment will be in germany as a defense attorney.
looking back on his fort stewart duty as a legal assistance 
attorney, Janoe said helping soldiers and their families with 
a wide variety of legal issues was very gratifying. “my most 
memorable experiences came from helping my clients find 
solutions to their legal problems. i liked the idea that they 
usually left my office better off than when they entered,” he 
said. “There is a special feeling of accomplishment when you 
help young soldiers salvage their lives and their careers and get 
things back on track.”
Janoe believes his legal education left him well prepared to be 
lawyer. “aside from the lifelong mentorship of my stepdad, the 
oU legal Clinic has been the single most valuable experience in 
preparing me for the practice of law. Professor wattley, the late 
Cindy foley and the other instructors were amazingly effective 
in passing on practical knowledge, professional judgment and 
work ethic. my time in the legal clinic had a clear impact on my 
eventual performance as a practicing attorney.” 
Sahar Jooshani (’12) has wanted to be a lawyer since she 
was 10 years old. with age came the realization that she had a 
passion for nonprofit work. while working as an intern with the 
U.s. Department of education Civil rights Division, Jooshani was 
able to further narrow her focus on a career choice. “i met a 
Jag officer during an internship at the Doe,” she said. “he told 
me all about Jag, and it sounded like a job that had been made 
for me. i knew i wanted to help others.”
During the summer between her first and second year of law 
school, Jooshani began the process of applying for the U.s. navy 
Jag Corps by submitting a 10-page application. next came 
a very detailed background check, followed by a face-to-face 
interview. she was notified of her selection during the spring 
semester of her 2l year, and learned of the successful completion 
of her background check just prior to the start of her 3l year.
During fall 2012, Jooshani was in newport, rhode island, 
where she stayed until she completed the five-week officer 
Development school, as well as the 10-week naval Justice 
school. while she was there, the newport area was slammed by 
hurricane sandy, the largest atlantic ocean hurricane on record.
although it was a stressful period, Jooshani said living through 
the hurricane with her fellow Jags was not a totally negative 
wayne Janoe sahar Jooshani
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Military court holds hearing in Bell Courtroom
law students, faculty and the public had a rare opportunity 
to attend a hearing of the United states Court of appeals for 
the armed forces when the court conducted a hearing on 
november 7 in the Dick Bell Courtroom at the University of 
oklahoma College of law. 
The hearing of the nation’s highest military court was held at 
the oU College of law as part of the court’s Project outreach 
in which two hearings per year are scheduled at law schools 
across the country. it was the first time the Caaf has convened 
in oklahoma.
The oU College of law and the military law society hosted 
the five-judge panel as they heard oral arguments in the case 
of United States v. Pablo P. Irizarry. a general court-martial 
conviction of larceny is the subject of the appeal. at issue is 
whether a military judge erred by denying a defense motion to 
suppress an item seized by the appellant’s first sergeant during a 
warrantless entry into the appellant’s off-base home.
Third-year law student gauri nautiyal argued in support 
of the amicus brief she filed with assistant U.s. attorney 
robert D. gifford, ii (’96).
after hearing arguments, the judges remained in the courtroom 
and answered questions about the Caaf and its process. at the 
conclusion of proceedings, the court and staff joined students 
and guests for a reception in oU law’s amicus Café.
experience. “everyone here is so loving and warm,” she 
explained. “we all shared food, told stories and prayed school 
would be canceled.”
networking techniques learned and practiced at oU law 
have come in handy for Jooshani. “oU taught me how to be 
professional, yet friendly. i try to connect with people,” she said. 
“i think that is your best asset as an attorney. so many attorneys 
spit out the law, but they forget that at the end of the day, 
knowing the law is only half the battle. you have to connect 
with your client, your opposing counsel, your witnesses, and 
last, but not least, the judge.” 
Jooshani’s ability to speak five languages distinguishes her from 
her fellow Jags. in addition to english, she speaks farsi, french, 
arabic and Turkish. her first active duty assignment took her to 
naples, italy, where she advises the base commander. although 
her current assignment will probably not call upon her linguistic 
abilities, she hopes to eventually serve in Bahrain and utilize 
those skills. 
Dean Joe harroz greets members of the U.s. Court of appeals for the armed 
forces prior to the hearing in the Bell Courtroom.
Published by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons, 2012
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Brad Carson: 
Presidential appointment 
makes him the army’s 
top civilian lawyer 
Brad Carson takes the oath of office as the general counsel of the army during a formal Pentagon ceremony february 9, 2012. Jeh Charles Johnson, the general counsel 
of the Department of Defense at the time, administers the oath while Julie Carson holds the Bible.
U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Bernardo E. Fuller
| JOneLLa Frank |
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as the general counsel of the Department of the army, Brad r. 
Carson (’94) is the legal adviser to the secretary of the army and 
the chief legal officer for the U.s. army. he assumed the position 
in January 2012, after being appointed by President Barack 
obama and confirmed by the U.s. senate by unanimous consent. 
Born in winslow, arizona, in 1967, Carson graduated from 
high school in Jenks, oklahoma. he attended Baylor University, 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree and was chosen as 
a rhodes scholar. he earned a master’s degree in politics, 
philosophy and economics from oxford University before 
entering the oU College of law.
after law school, Carson practiced with Crowe & Dunlevy, 
specializing in commercial law, with an emphasis on antitrust 
law. he relocated to washington, D.C., in 1997 to serve a white 
house fellowship. he was assigned to the Pentagon, where he 
worked as a special assistant to the secretary of defense. During 
his fellowship, Carson travelled to military bases and visited 
american troops throughout the United states and in the United 
kingdom, germany, Bosnia, Turkey, kuwait, saudi arabia and 
Bahrain.
Carson’s next stint in the nation’s capital came in 2000, 
when he was elected to the U.s. house of representatives 
representing the 2nd Congressional District of oklahoma. he 
was reelected to a second term in 2002 after winning almost 75 
percent of the vote.
following an unsuccessful bid for the U.s. senate and the 
expiration of his term in the U.s. house, Carson accepted a 
teaching fellowship at the kennedy school of government at 
harvard University.
Upon completion of the fellowship, Carson, an enrolled tribal 
member of the Cherokee nation of oklahoma, returned to 
Claremore, oklahoma, and worked as the chief executive 
officer of Cherokee nation Businesses llC in nearby Catoosa. 
CnB is the economic component of the nation’s second 
largest indian tribe, which owns companies in the gaming, 
hospitality, personnel services, distribution, manufacturing, 
telecommunications and environmental services industries.
Carson, an officer in the U.s. navy reserve, left CnB in 
December 2008 for active duty in iraq, embedded with the 
U.s. army’s 84th explosive ordnance Disposal Battalion. he 
worked as an intelligence officer with eoD teams at seven bases 
in southern iraq investigating activities related to improvised 
explosive devices. Carson was awarded the Bronze star and the 
army achievement medal for his service.
in January 2010, after returning to oklahoma, Carson accepted 
a position at the University of Tulsa as a professor in the 
College of Business and the College of law and director of the 
national energy Policy institute. he was serving in this capacity 
when nominated by the president to become the army’s top 
civilian lawyer.
in a formal swearing-in ceremony held in february 2012 in the 
hall of heroes in the Pentagon, Carson said, “i’m very humbled 
to serve in this position and will strive to maintain the faith of 
the american people and the Department of the army.”
Carson and his wife, Julie, who serves on the oklahoma state 
regents for higher education, have one son, Jack David.
“ i’m very humbled to serve in this position 
and will strive to maintain the faith of the 
american people and the Department of 
the army.”
Prior to the swearing-in ceremony, the Carson family met with Joseph w. westphal, 
undersecretary of the army. Pictured are Jack David Carson, Julie Carson, westphal, 
Brad Carson and his father, Jack Carson.
U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Bernardo E. Fuller
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12 SOONER L AW YER sooner l aw yer
five distinguished oU law alumni became the second 
class of inductees into the order of the owl hall of 
fame. They were honored november 1 at an induction 
dinner in the molly shi Boren Ballroom in oklahoma 
memorial Union. The order of the owl pays tribute 
to University of oklahoma College of law graduates 
who demonstrate leadership and service through 
outstanding accomplishments in their legal careers.
The alumni honored were Thomas r. Brett (’57), 
James T. Comfort (’57), william T. Comfort, Jr. (’61), 
J. hugh roff, Jr. (’55) and alma Bell wilson (’41), in 
memoriam.
Dean Joe harroz welcomed the more than 400 
people in attendance and recognized special guests. 
he announced membership in the Dean’s leadership 
society and the second Century scholarship society 
has reached a record level and continues to grow. 
“we are building on the traditions of the past,” he 
said. “Because of you, our future is unlimited.”
alumni inducted into  
Order of the Owl
| By evIe HOLzer and JOneLLa Frank |
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2012/iss2/1
13SOONER L AW YER sooner l aw yer
harroz introduced President David l. Boren (’68), referring to 
him as one of the best examples of an oU law graduate.
“There is so much to celebrate tonight,” Boren stated. “it is a 
privilege to honor graduates of the College of law who have set 
such high standards of excellence in their careers, and who have 
lived lives of service with complete integrity.”
following dinner, harroz announced the name of each 
person being honored, noted their accomplishments and read 
comments from friends and family. a law student, selected 
because he or she had a special connection to the honoree, 
presented the award, an owl sculpture created by oU art 
Professor sohail shehada. 
a tribute video was shown prior to the induction of alma Bell 
wilson. her daughter, lee anne wilson (’76), accepted on behalf 
of her mother.
Unfortunately, two of the inductees were unable to attend the 
event. william T. Comfort, Jr. was unable to travel from new 
york due to weather conditions. his close friends, katie and Jim 
Davis, accepted his award. Dr. John roff accepted J. hugh roff, 
Jr.’s award in his father’s absence.
Top left: Tom Brett, gennie arvites wood and Dean Joe harroz; Top right: sally Brown, Jim Comfort, harroz, katie and Jim Davis and scott Delaney;  
Bottom left: Craig Brackeen, John roff and harroz; Bottom right: gauri nautiyal, lee anne wilson and harroz
Published by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons, 2012
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Thomas R. Brett
Class of 1957
For helping shape ethical standards in law
Thomas Brett served as U.s. district judge for the northern 
District of oklahoma from 1979 to 2003 and as chief judge 
from 1994 to 1996. a retired colonel with the U.s. army 
reserve, Judge advocate general’s Corps, he is a past 
chairman of the oU Board of regents and past president of the oklahoma Bar 
association. in the 1980s, Brett founded the first of three local chapters of the 
american inns of Court, a group promoting professionalism, ethics, civility and 
legal skills and shaping a culture of excellence in law. he also has been honored 
with the 2002 american inns of Court Professionalism award, presented to a 
senior practicing judge or lawyer whose life and practice display sterling character 
and unquestioned integrity; the oklahoma Bar association’s ethics award and 
Judicial excellence award; and the Tulsa County Bar association’s golden rule 
award and outstanding senior lawyer award. Brett serves on the oU College of 
law Board of visitors. 
gennie arvites woods presented the order of the owl award. she is a third-year 
student and is serving in the alaska national guard. after graduation, she will 
join the Jag Corps for the national guard.
“Tom Brett and i have been good friends 
since we were classmates at Classen 
high school. he was the president and 
most popular member of our class, a fine 
basketball player, a gifted country singer — 
and a terrible geometry student. he wisely 
decided to enter the law rather than teach 
mathematics. Throughout his distinguished 
career, he understood the rule of law far 
better than the Pythagorean theorem.”
–  DeVier Pierson 
oU law Class of 1957
“it is absolutely disgusting how Tom Brett 
makes everything look so easy, whether he is 
in court or on the golf course. he never gets 
ruffled and performs at an extremely high 
level as a lawyer, judge or mediator. Tom has 
always been very innovative and deserves 
much of the credit for the development of 
alternative Dispute resolution in the federal 
courts of oklahoma and around the country. 
i know of no one who better exemplifies 
‘Judicial Temperament and wisdom’ than 
Tom Brett.”
–  Judge Lee West  
oU law Class of 1956 
sooner l aw yerhttps://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2012/iss2/1
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James T. Comfort
Class of 1957
William T. Comfort, Jr. 
Class of 1961
For supporting the legal education of  
hundreds of OU students
James T. “Jim” Comfort and william T. “Bill” Comfort, who 
are brothers, in 1994 established and funded in the oU 
College of law the Comfort scholarship Program, which 
has been instrumental in allowing oU to attract exceptional 
students and record classes. Their gift also funds two other 
scholarships at the College of law, one awarded based 
on merit, leadership and public service, and the other to 
the top 10 students in the second- and third-year classes. 
since 1994, the three have provided more than $5 million in 
scholarships to almost 1,000 oU law students. The brothers 
serve on the oU College of law Board of visitors and 
provided effective leadership for the private fundraising campaign to expand the 
College of law building. 
James Comfort is a consultant in intellectual property and patent law. he is a 
former partner of sharp, Comfort and merrett in Dallas. he began his career with 
iBm and general electric and also previously served on the group patent counsel 
of Texas instruments. he is a lifetime member of the oU alumni association and 
a member of the seed sower society.
william Comfort is the chairman of Citigroup venture Capital ltd. and a 
managing partner and chairman of Court square Capital Partners. he also is 
chairman of stirling square Capital Partners in london, a trustee of american 
india foundation and a member of the board of directors of Deutsche annington 
in germany, nabors industries in Bermuda and CX Partners in india. in 2001, 
william Comfort was presented with oU’s highest honor, the Doctorate of 
humane letters. 
selby Brown presented the award to Jim Comfort. she is a second-year student 
who is the recipient of a Top Ten Comfort scholarship, and is currently ranked 
first in her class. Brown has already enjoyed academic success at oU law, 
motivated in large part, by the support of the Comforts.
scott Delaney presented Bill Comfort’s award. Delaney is a third-year student 
who, as an m.B.a. student was awarded a Comfort scholarship in the business 
school, and came to know Bill at that time. Delaney continues on the path of 
excellence as a Top Ten Comfort scholar at oU law.
“Jim Comfort became a law student, a very 
successful lawyer and a great friend to the 
College of law in a most unusual way. During 
his undergraduate days, Jim was studying 
for and planning to go to medical school. his 
very good friend and roommate at the sigma 
nu house was l.k. smith, who had always 
planned to go to law school. one lovely day 
toward the end of their undergraduate days, 
l.k. was starting to leave the room and Jim 
asked him ‘where are you going?’ l.k. said 
he was going over to monnet hall to enroll 
in law school. Jim said, ‘it’s a nice day. i’ll go 
with you.’ To l.k.’s great surprise, not only 
did Jim walk over to monnet hall with him, 
Jim also enrolled in law school. and, as they 
say, the rest is history.”
–  Dean Emeritus Andy Coats 
oU law Class of 1963
“Bill and i have known each other for many 
years, mainly because we were dating the 
same girl – at the same time – who made 
the mistake of marrying me, and not Bill. a 
big mistake.... Bill credits my wife, katie, with 
getting him through undergraduate school.”
–  Jim Davis 
oU law Class of 1957
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J. Hugh Roff, Jr.
Class of 1955
For his leadership and vision in building alumni 
support of OU, especially the College of Law
since 1998, hugh roff has led the investment firm as Ceo 
and chairman of roff resources llC and roff oil & gas. he 
began his energy career in 1974 as president, chairman of 
the board and Ceo of United gas Pipe line Co., subsequently renamed United 
energy resources, inc. in 1985, he completed the sale of Uer to an interstate 
pipeline company. he then led a leveraged buyout of PetroUnited Terminals 
inc., a company that owned and operated two marine bulk liquid storage 
facilities on the U.s. gulf Coast. roff served as chairman of the board and Ceo 
of PetroUnited until its sale in 1998. roff has served oU and the oU College 
of law in a number of capacities. in addition to assuming a leading role in the 
creation of two professorships, he currently shares his vision and leadership as a 
member of the oU College of law Board of visitors, and is a life member of the 
oU alumni association and a member of the oU alumni Club of houston. roff 
also has given of his time and service to a myriad of service and philanthropic 
organizations, including as a trustee of inasmuch foundation and ethics and 
excellence in Journalism foundation. 
Craig Brackeen presented roff’s order of the owl award. as a third-year student 
in the top 5 percent of his class, Brackeen is pursuing a career in oil and gas law, 
interning during the summer of 2012 with Chesapeake energy.
“when hugh roff was a freshman in our 
fraternity, the choice of room and various 
other privileges were determined by one’s 
grade average. as i recall, hugh was carrying 
21 hours and at the end of the semester, had 
straight a’s. it so happened, that a pledge 
brother, Jim snow, was also carrying 21 hours 
with straight a’s. This created a quandary 
whereby a flip of the coin determined which 
was first in their pledge class. Jim snow won 
the toss. This is the only time i remember 
hugh roff coming in second in anything.”
–  Bill Ross  
oU law Class of 1954 
“’a scholar and a gentleman’ is a description 
rightly reserved for a distinguished 
few. admiringly knowing him from our 
undergraduate and law school days, and the 
many years thereafter, i know of no one who 
has more richly earned that accolade than 
J. hugh roff, Jr. Brilliant student, brilliant 
lawyer and business leader of enormous 
achievements, this kind, modest and loyal 
man has brought great credit and generous 
benefits to his beloved University and its 
College of law.
–  Judge Ralph Thompson 
oU law Class of 1961
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Alma Bell Wilson
Class of 1941
For blazing a trail for women pursuing  
the legal profession
alma Bell wilson became the first female to serve on the 
oklahoma supreme Court when she was appointed in 1982. 
she was one of only six women in her graduating law  
school class in 1941, and entered a workforce in which only 2.4 percent of the 
nation’s lawyers were women. Despite the added challenge of working in a male-
dominated field during her early years, her skills and professionalism quickly made 
her a standout among her peers. wilson worked in private practice in Pauls valley 
before serving on the bench. in 1969, she became special district judge for garvin 
and mcClain counties. in 1975, then-gov. David Boren named her district judge 
for Cleveland County. after being appointed as the first female to serve on the 
oklahoma supreme Court, wilson made history again when she was named the 
first female oklahoma supreme Court chief justice, a position she held from 1995 
to 1997. her achievements have been recognized through many awards. she was 
inducted into the oklahoma women’s hall of fame in 1983 and the oklahoma 
hall of fame in 1996. a year prior to her death in 1999, a room in oklahoma 
memorial Union was named in her honor. 
gauri nautiyal presented wilson’s award to her daughter, lee anne wilson. 
nautiyal is a third-year student who serves as president of the organization 
for the advancement of women in law, was a winner of the oklahoma Bar 
foundation Chapman rogers award and argued her amicus brief before the 
Court of appeals for the armed forces. 
The video tribute to Justice alma wilson is posted on the oU law website at 
www.law.ou.edu.
“with the appointment of sandra Day 
o’Connor on the U.s. supreme Court and 
the appointment of Justice wilson on the 
oklahoma supreme Court, which took 
place within about a year of each other, 
i think everything changed for women in 
the judiciary in oklahoma. it was really an 
exciting time because it didn’t matter that 
you were female any more. everything was 
possible in her life. There was never anything 
that wasn’t possible and that was the 
message she gave to all of us.”
–  Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice  
Noma Gurich 
oU law Class of 1978
“There were no professional opportunities 
or careers for ladies at that time. i think what 
she did cut a path for women to know that 
‘hey, you can accomplish what you set out 
and seek.’ she was outgoing, engaging and 
totally confident of herself and what she 
could accomplish. she was a special lady.”
–  Barry Switzer 
former oU football Coach
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Through their judicial service on oklahoma’s 
highest courts, two oU College of law alumni 
continue to make history. Tom Colbert (’82) 
was sworn in January 4 as the first african-
american chief justice of the oklahoma 
supreme Court. a few weeks later, on January 
23, David B. lewis (’83) was sworn in as the 
first african-american presiding judge of the 
oklahoma Court of Criminal appeals. each 
was the first black person to serve on their 
respective courts when they were appointed, 
Colbert in 2004 and lewis in 2005.
The two men attended law school at oU 
around the same time, in the early 1980s, and 
their careers have been shaped and surrounded 
by oU law alumni. Both Colbert and lewis 
were appointed by former gov. Brad henry 
(’88), an oU law alum. Their predecessors are 
oU law alumni – former Chief Justice steven 
Taylor (’74) and former Presiding Judge arlene 
Johnson (‘71). four out of the five judges on 
the Court of Criminal appeals are oU law 
alumni. Three supreme Court justices are also 
oU law graduates.
Tom Colbert, of the oklahoma supreme Court, and David 
lewis, of the oklahoma Court of Criminal appeals, stand on 
the steps of the oklahoma Judicial Center in oklahoma City 
after being elected to lead the courts on which they serve.
Photos by Legislative Service Bureau Photography
Tom Colbert and David B. Lewis: 
Continuing to shape history  
through judicial service
| By evIe HOLzer and JOneLLa Frank |
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Tom Colbert was born in 
oklahoma City and graduated from 
high school in sapulpa, oklahoma. 
his athletic prowess in high school 
eventually earned him a full athletic 
scholarship in track and field at 
kentucky state University, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in health 
and physical education in 1973. 
following college, Colbert served 
in the U.s. army. after receiving 
an honorable discharge in 1975, 
he returned to school, attending 
eastern kentucky University and 
earning a master’s degree in 
education in 1976. he then worked 
as an eighth grade public school 
teacher in Chicago. 
following the advice of his 
grandfather, who told him 
education was the means by which 
to break the cycle of poverty, 
Colbert went back to school again. 
This time, he earned his juris doctor 
degree, graduating from the oU 
College of law in 1982.
after law school graduation, 
Colbert relocated to milwaukee 
and served as an assistant dean at 
marquette University law school. 
he served in that position for two 
years before returning to oklahoma 
City to work as an assistant district 
attorney in oklahoma County. in 
1986, he entered private practice. 
in 2000, Colbert was appointed 
by then-gov. frank keating (’69) 
to serve on the oklahoma Court 
of Civil appeals. as the first 
african-american to serve on that 
court, Colbert began a tradition of 
making oklahoma judicial history 
that continued when he became presiding judge in 2004. after 
serving less than a year in that capacity, Colbert again made 
history with his appointment to the oklahoma supreme Court in 
october 2004.
outside of his supreme Court responsibilities, Colbert 
participates in a mentoring program for young men and a 
summer reading program for children. he is a frequent speaker 
at schools and still competes in masters track events.
David B. Lewis was born in ardmore, 
oklahoma, and graduated from high 
school there in 1976. he attended the 
University of oklahoma and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in economics four 
years later. lewis then attended oU law, 
graduating in 1983.
following law school, lewis moved to 
lawton, oklahoma, where he entered 
private practice. in 1987, he became 
a Comanche County assistant district 
attorney, a position he held until 1991.
lewis began his judicial career in 1991, 
serving as special district judge of 
Comanche County. he remained in 
that position until 1999, when he was 
appointed district judge of Comanche, 
stephens, Cotton and Jefferson counties. 
he served as the chief judge in Comanche 
County in 2002.
in august 2005, lewis was appointed to 
the oklahoma Court of Criminal appeals. 
it was a history-making appointment to 
the highest court in the state of oklahoma 
with appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases. 
more than seven years later, his fellow 
judges elected him as the next presiding 
judge of the Court of Criminal appeals. 
he was again, the first black person to 
serve in that capacity. “i am humbled and 
honored to serve the state of oklahoma in 
my role as presiding judge of the Court of 
Criminal appeals,” said lewis.
lewis has received a number of awards 
and other public recognition over the 
years for his dedicated service to the legal 
community and the public. elected by 
his peers, he served as president of the 
oklahoma Judicial Conference in 2004. 
in 2008, he was chosen as a fellow for 
the henry Toll fellowship Program of 
the Council of state governments, a leadership development 
program for state government officials. 
lewis has served as board chairman of reach out and read 
oklahoma. he also has served on the oklahoma access to 
Justice Commission, goodwill industries of lawton board of 
directors, lawton Chamber of Commerce board of directors, 
Black achievers Program board of directors, oklahoma Bar 
association Professionalism Committee and oklahoma Bar 
association national mock Trial Task force. 
Tom Colbert takes the oath of office to serve as chief 
justice of the oklahoma supreme Court, becoming 
the first african-american to hold the position. 
retired oklahoma County District Judge Charles 
owen, the first black judge in the state of oklahoma, 
administers the oath January 4 in the supreme Court’s 
ceremonial courtroom in the oklahoma state Capitol.
David B. lewis is sworn in as the presiding judge of 
the oklahoma Court of Criminal appeals in a January 
23 ceremony held in the Court of Criminal appeals 
Courtroom in the oklahoma Judicial Center. lewis’ 
sister, oklahoma County special Judge martha oakes 
(‘90), administers the oath of office while his son, 
David lewis, Jr., assists by holding the Bible.
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Students attend Chinese 
Law Summer Program
eight students participated in oU law’s first summer 
program in China along with oU law Professor mary 
sue Backus. They lived in China for a month, attending 
classes on the Chinese legal system at renmin University 
law school and exploring the capital city of Beijing and 
the surrounding area. 
The program is the longest-standing american law 
school study abroad program in China, having been 
administered by the indiana University robert h. 
mckinney school of law for 15 years. other groups 
also affiliated with the program were the University of 
minnesota law school, Boston College law school and 
the University of Tennessee College of law.
https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/soonerlawyer/vol2012/iss2/1
21SOONER L AW YER Published by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons, 2012
| Class Notes |
22 SOONER L AW YER 
news briefs
1950s
A. Carl Robinson (’50) retired as special judge of the 
muskogee County District Court. During his more than six 
decades of practicing law, he also served as the first 
municipal court judge in muskogee, oklahoma.
John W. Raley, Jr. (’59) of Ponca 
City, oklahoma, was awarded an 
honorary doctor of humanities degree 
by oklahoma Baptist University. The 
former U.s. attorney for the eastern 
District of oklahoma is of counsel with 
northcutt Clark gardner hron & Brune. he is the author of 
Beyond the Gate: My Journey as an Oklahoma Boy.
1960s
Rex Travis (’62) received the John e. shipp award from the 
oklahoma Bar association. he practices in oklahoma City at 
the Travis law office. 
William E. Tucker (’62) was awarded the order of the 
orange-nassau, a military and civil order of the netherlands, 
at the netherlands-america foundation awards Dinner in 
washington, D.C.
Michael DeBerry (’69) was appointed district judge for the 
17th Judicial District, which covers mcCurtain, Choctaw and 
Pushmataha counties. he previously served as mcCurtain 
County associate district judge.
1970s
Stephen P. Friot (’72) received the oklahoma Bar 
association award of Judicial excellence. he serves as judge 
of the U.s. District Court, western District of oklahoma.
Ron Burton (’74) was selected as the president-nominee for 
rotary international and will be inducted as president of the 
organization at the 2013 rotary international Convention to 
be held June 2013 in lisbon, Portugal. he served as president 
of the University of oklahoma foundation inc. for 29 years 
before retiring in 2007.
James A. Jennings (’74) published his first novel, The Light 
Most Favorable. it is the story of a disbarred Boston lawyer 
who relocates to arizona and gets involved in a struggle with 
a small-time land grabber and a crooked judge. 
James R. Gotwals (’75) of Tulsa, oklahoma, is the 2012-13 
president of the Tulsa County Bar association. he practices 
with James r. gotwals and associates. 
Michael C. Mayhall (’75) of lawton, oklahoma, was 
elected chairman of the board of oklahoma attorneys 
mutual insurance Company. he is a shareholder in godlove 
mayhall Dzialo & Dutcher PC.
Cathy Stocker (’75) of enid, oklahoma, was named to the 
oklahoma ethics Commission. she served for 28 years as the 
district attorney for garfield, Blaine, Canadian, grant and 
kingfisher counties and also has served as chairwoman of 
the District attorneys Council and president of the oklahoma 
District attorneys association.
Silas Wolf (’75) of norman, oklahoma, was honored as 
male elder of the year by the national indian education 
association. he serves as a tutor and mentor in the norman 
Public schools.
Mart Tisdal (’76) of Clinton, oklahoma, was elected vice 
chairman of the board of oklahoma attorneys mutual 
insurance Company. he is a partner in Tisdal & o’hara PllC.
Dan Allen (’77) retired in January 2013 as the noble 
County associate district judge, a position he had held since 
1990. he previously served noble County as an assistant 
district attorney.
Thomas T. Rogers (’77) was listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2013. he is a partner in Jackson walker llP and 
works in the austin, Texas, office. his practice focuses on 
litigation and insurance law.
Noma Gurich (’78) was honored by indiana state University 
as one of four recipients of the 2012 Distinguished alumni 
award. she is a justice on the oklahoma supreme Court.
Scott Savage (’78) co-founded a new law firm, savage 
Baum glass & hart PllC, in Tulsa, oklahoma. 
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D. Keith McFall (’82) became general counsel of express 
employment Professionals. he previously served as 
shareholder of mcafee & Taft and leader of the firm’s 
corporate and commercial transactions practice group.
Stephen W. Ray (’82) of Tulsa, oklahoma, was elected to 
the executive committee of hall estill. he is a shareholder of 
the firm where he has worked for 20 years practicing in the 
corporate and commercial arenas.
Richard Stevens (’82) was elected to the oklahoma Bar 
association Board of governors as a member-at-large. he 
serves as an assistant district attorney in Cleveland County, a 
position he has held since 1986.
Carolyn Cummins (’83) was named by The Journal Record 
as one of “50 making a Difference” at the 2012 woman 
of the year event. she is vice president of compliance and 
corporate secretary for sonic Corp.
Rob Hudson (’83) was selected as special judge of the logan 
County District Court. he formerly served as first assistant 
in the oklahoma attorney general’s office and as district 
attorney for Payne and logan counties. 
David B. Lewis (’83) was elected presiding judge of the 
oklahoma Court of Criminal appeals, where he has served 
since 2005. he is the first african american to serve as 
presiding judge of that court.
Dean Joe harroz, Benton wheatley (’91) and his father, richard 
wheatley (’57), visit at an austin alumni reception held august 
30 in the office of munsch hardt kopf & harr PC.
T. Keith Wilson (’78) was named executive director of the 
oklahoma office of Juvenile affairs. he previously served 
as a district judge in kansas and worked for the oklahoma 
indigent Defense system.
Glen Johnson (’79) was elected vice chair of the southern 
regional education Board. he has been the chancellor of the 
oklahoma state system of higher education since 2007.
Edgar “Jed” C. Morrison (’79) was included in The Best 
Lawyers in America 2013. he is a partner in Jackson walker 
llP and works in the san antonio office, specializing in the 
regulatory and transactional aspects of health care law. 
1980s
Jari Askins (’80) was named to the board of trustees of the 
oklahoma foundation for excellence. she is the associate 
provost for external relations of the Peggy and Charles 
stephenson Cancer Center and was also named to the OKC 
Friday list of “most Powerful women” of oklahoma City. 
Donita Bourns Douglas (’81) received the earl sneed 
Continuing education award from the oklahoma Bar 
association. she is vice president of professional services for 
inreach, a provider of online Cle software and services, and 
is the president-elect of the association of Continuing legal 
education.
Wes Lane (’81) was appointed chairman of the Department 
of human services Commission. he served for 21 years in the 
oklahoma County District attorney’s office, including more 
than five years as district attorney.
Linda Lepak (’81) was appointed to the statewide advocacy 
team of legal aid services of oklahoma inc. she works in 
the organization’s office in Tulsa, oklahoma, where she is the 
managing attorney for the statewide application line.
Tom Colbert (’82) was elected chief justice of the oklahoma 
supreme Court and is the first african american to serve 
in that capacity. in addition, he received the opio Toure 
Champion of Justice award from the oklahoma City 
association of Black lawyers.
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Vincent Logan (’83) was nominated as the special trustee 
for american indians, a position focused on improving the 
accountability and management of indian funds held in trust 
by the federal government. he is the owner of The nations 
group llC, which provides asset management advice to 
american indian tribes. 
Renee DeMoss (’84) was elected president-elect of the 
oklahoma Bar association and a member of the board of 
directors of Tulsa lawyers for Children. she is a shareholder 
in gablegotwals, based in the Tulsa, oklahoma, office.
Deirdre Dexter (’84) was elected president of the Tulsa 
County Bar foundation. she is a shareholder of Barrow & 
grimm PC in Tulsa, oklahoma.
Paul Foster (’84) of norman, oklahoma, was honored by 
the Community Bankers association of oklahoma with the 
Chairman’s award recognizing his significant contribution to 
the community banking industry.
David W. Preston (’84) was named executive director of 
the oklahoma wesleyan University foundation in Bartlesville, 
oklahoma. he previously resided in kansas City, missouri, 
where he practiced corporate law for 25 years. 
Teresa Meinders Burkett (’85) was named by The Journal 
Record as one of “50 making a Difference” at the 2012 
woman of the year event. she is a partner with Conner & 
winters llP in Tulsa, oklahoma.
Ginny Bass Carl (’86) was named one of “50 making a 
Difference” by The Journal Record at its 2012 woman of the 
year event. she is the senior director of development at the 
oklahoma medical research foundation.
Shon T. Erwin (’86) was sworn in as U.s. magistrate judge 
for the U.s. District Court, western District of oklahoma. in 
this full-time appointment, he will perform judicial duties in 
oklahoma City and lawton, oklahoma.
David Rex (’86) was named general counsel of Prophet 
equity lP of southlake, Texas, and will be managing all legal 
matters for the company’s fund operations and investments. 
Prior to joining Prophet equity, rex was a partner at the 
Texas-based firm of Jackson walker llP.
Chris Warrener (’86) assumed the duties of special agent 
in charge of the minneapolis division of the federal Bureau 
of investigation. he has been with the fBi since 1988, and 
most recently headed the terrorist financing section of the 
counterterrorism division.
Joe R. Watkins (’86) was named managing attorney for 
legal aid services of oklahoma inc. in the hugo, mcalester 
and Poteau offices. he has been a staff attorney at the 
Poteau, oklahoma, office since 2009. 
Shawn E. Arnold (’87) became a shareholder with the 
oklahoma City firm of lytle, soulé & Curlee, where he 
previously served of counsel. his practice includes insurance 
defense and coverage, personal injury and premises liability.
Larry G. Ball (’87) of oklahoma City was elected to the 
board of directors of hall estill. he has worked at the firm 
since 2003 with a practice focused on bankruptcy, litigation 
and commercial law.
Sandee Coogan (’87) was elected to the oklahoma Bar 
association Board of governors representing judicial district 
five. she is a sole practitioner in norman, oklahoma, 
focusing primarily on family law.
Patrice Douglas (’87) was named to the board of trustees 
of the oklahoma foundation for excellence. she serves as 
the chairman of the oklahoma Corporation Commission. 
Daniel J. Glover (’87), a shareholder of hall estill, was 
elected to the board of directors of the firm. he joined 
the firm in 1992 and works in the oklahoma City office, 
where he practices primarily in the areas of banking and 
commercial finance.
valerie Couch 
(’83) is sworn 
in as dean of 
oklahoma City 
University school 
of law by oCU 
President robert 
henry (’77).
Photo by Ann Sherman 
Photography
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C. Steven Hager (’87) was named chief judge of the Tribal 
District Court for the kansas kickapoo Tribe. he is the 
director of litigation at oklahoma indian legal services inc. 
and serves on the supreme Court of the kaw nation of 
oklahoma.
Susie Lees (’87) was named executive vice president and 
general counsel of The allstate Corporation. she has held a 
variety of legal positions within the company for 24 years, 
most recently serving as senior vice president of allstate 
financial.
Steven L. Rahhal (’87), a shareholder with littler 
mendelson PC in Dallas, was selected for inclusion in The 
Best Lawyers in America 2013. he was also named to The 
2012 BTi Client service all-stars list for the second time.
Elizabeth Scott (’87) joined Crowe & 
Dunlevy in the oklahoma City office as 
a director in the litigation department 
and a member of the healthcare 
practice group. she previously served as 
an assistant attorney general assigned 
full-time to the oklahoma state Board of medical licensure 
and supervision.
Timothy D. DeGiusti (’88) was inducted into the 
foundation for oklahoma City Public schools wall of fame. 
he serves as a judge of the U.s. District Court, western 
District of oklahoma.
Ken Bellmard II (’89) of Ponca City, oklahoma, was named 
to the supreme Court of the iowa Tribe of oklahoma. 
LeAnne Burnett (’89) was elected to the american College 
of environmental lawyers as a 2012 fellow. she is a director 
of Crowe & Dunlevy, based in the oklahoma City office.
1990s
Polly Goodin (’90) was appointed statewide consumer 
advocacy coordinator of legal aid services of oklahoma inc. 
she joined legal aid services in 1991 and is a staff attorney 
in the ardmore, oklahoma, office.
Tim Rhodes (’90) was elected oklahoma County court 
clerk. he previously served as chief deputy in the office for 
15 years.
Robert F. Dougherty (’91) of Tulsa, oklahoma, is a 
shareholder of hall estill and was elected to the firm’s board 
of directors. he has worked at the firm since 1996. his areas 
of practice include real estate, telecommunications and oil 
and gas law. 
Sharon Voorhees (’91) was reappointed as a special 
municipal judge for oklahoma City. she is a partner in 
shelton vorhees law group, where her practice includes 
estate planning, general civil litigation and appellate work.
Glenn Coffee (’92) resigned as oklahoma secretary of state 
to work in the private sector. he previously served 12 years in 
the oklahoma senate. 
Michael P. Royal (’92) was included 
in The Best Lawyers in America 2013. 
he was honored for his labor and 
employment work. he is a partner 
with fisher & Phillips llP, based in the 
Dallas office.
Paul E. Vrana (’92) was included in The Best Lawyers in 
America 2013. he is a partner in Jackson walker llP and 
practices energy law in the firm’s fort worth, Texas, office.
Cindy Sooter Goble (‘93) was named the interim managing 
attorney for the oklahoma City office of legal aid services 
of oklahoma inc. she has been the pro bono coordinator 
in that office since 2004 and the statewide pro bono 
coordinator since 2008.
alumni attending an october 11 reception in washington, D.C., 
included william e. “Bill” Tucker (’62) and David Busby (’51), 
pictured here with Dean Joe harroz (center).
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Joi Mathlin Gordon (’93) was honored as a Distinguished 
alumni of the oU gaylord College of Journalism and mass 
Communication. she is Ceo of Dress for success worldwide 
in new york City.
Jeffrey C. Baum (’95) co-founded a new law firm, savage 
Baum glass & hart PllC, in Tulsa, oklahoma.
Michael D. Beaver (’95) was named president of st. 
anthony hospital in oklahoma City. he previously served as 
chief operating officer for methodist healthcare system in 
san antonio.
Debbie L. Self (’95) was named as 
one of “50 making a Difference” by 
The Journal Record at its 2012 woman 
of the year event. she is the managing 
attorney with self, morey & associates 
PllC in oklahoma City.
Robert Donald Gifford II (’96) was elected to the 
oklahoma Bar association Board of governors representing 
judicial district three. he is an assistant U.s. attorney in 
oklahoma City and serves on the supreme Court of the iowa 
Tribe of oklahoma.
D. Michael Haggerty, II (’96) was elected president of the 
oklahoma Criminal Defense lawyers association. he has 
practiced in Durant, oklahoma, since 1996.
Ryan J. Johannes (’96) was appointed administrative 
law judge for the social security administration office of 
Disability adjudication and review in Toledo, ohio. he 
previously served as a senior attorney advisor in the san 
Diego office.
Aaron D. Gwartney (’97) joined The Bethany law Center 
llP in Bethany, oklahoma. his areas of practice include 
health care, employment law, probates and guardianships. 
he previously worked for integris health inc.
Eric S. Smith (’98) joined Conner & winters llP as a partner 
in the Tulsa, oklahoma, office. Prior to joining the firm, he 
was a shareholder of Blackwell smith PC of Tulsa. he advises 
clients regarding the design and implementation of all types 
of retirement plans. 
Tina L. Izadi (’99) was named assistant general counsel 
of the oklahoma Bar association. she previously served as 
assistant general counsel for the oklahoma Department of 
mental health and substance abuse services.
2000s
Sandra Benischek Harrison (’00) was promoted to chief 
operating officer for the oklahoma Department of human 
services. she was also named oklahoma Public employees 
association administrator of the year.
R. Greg Andrews (’01) has become of counsel to Pignato, 
Cooper, kolker & roberson PC of oklahoma City. his 
practice includes commercial litigation, product liability 
claims and construction disputes.
Bryan Evans (’01) was named to the okcBIZ magazine 
“forty Under 40” award list highlighting central oklahoma’s 
young professionals. he practices estate planning and 
corporate law at evans & Davis in edmond, oklahoma.
Michael H. Smith (’01) became a shareholder of hall estill. 
he works in the firm’s oklahoma City office, where his 
practice focuses on all areas of intellectual property law. 
Curt Dewberry (’02) was named partner in the sweet law 
firm and is based in the oklahoma City office. he represents 
healthcare professionals in medical malpractice cases in state 
and federal courts.
Matt Paque (’03) was named assistant general counsel of 
Tronox, where he has worked since 2008. he will continue 
to focus on global environmental, legal and regulatory 
matters and will provide general corporate and commercial 
support to the company, working out of oklahoma City and 
stamford, Connecticut. 
Kaleb Hennigh (’04) was elected chairperson-elect of 
the oklahoma Bar association young lawyers Division. he 
practices with ewbank, hennigh and mcvay PllC, a regional 
law firm with offices in enid, fairview and laverne, oklahoma.
Lane O. Krieger (’04) was named partner in the oklahoma 
City firm of wiggins sewell & ogletree PC.
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W. Joseph Pickard (’04) became a partner in the sweet law 
firm, based in the firm’s Tulsa, oklahoma, office. his areas 
of practice include products liability, environmental law and 
auto negligence.
Jarrod Heath Stevenson (’04) was presented the Clarence 
Darrow award as attorney of the year by the oklahoma 
Criminal Defense lawyers association. his firm, the 
stevenson law firm, has offices in oklahoma City and 
newkirk, oklahoma.
Jeremy M. Black (’05) joined mcafee & Taft as an associate. 
he is based in the oklahoma City office and is a member of 
the firm’s tax and family wealth group.
Brent Dishman (’05) has separated from air force active 
duty and opened Dishman military advocates PllC, in 
edmond, oklahoma. he defends military members 
worldwide in courts-martial and other military proceedings. 
Jodi Warmbrod Dishman (’05) joined 
mcafee & Taft in the firm’s oklahoma 
City office. her litigation and arbitration 
practice is focused on complex business 
litigation, class actions, insurance 
litigation, securities litigation and 
appeals. she previously worked in the san antonio office of 
akin gump strauss hauer & feld.
Evan Taylor (’05) was recognized by okcBIZ magazine as one 
of the “forty Under 40” outstanding young professionals 
in central oklahoma. he practices family and divorce law at 
evan Taylor law office PllC in norman, oklahoma.
Ryan Fulda (’06) joined the Tulsa, oklahoma, law firm 
of Barber & Bartz as an associate. his practice focuses on 
commercial litigation, with an emphasis on real estate, 
construction and insurance disputes.
Deborah Hubbs (’06) was named general counsel to 
geosouthern energy Corporation, an independent oil and 
gas production company based in The woodlands, Texas. 
she previously worked at anadarko Petroleum Corporation.
Faith M. Phillips (’06) published Ezekiel’s Wheels, a 
novel available on kindle Direct. The story is inspired by 
the historical account of the Trail of Tears and the native 
american legend surrounding the hornet spooklight.
Joe Vorndran (’06) was elected chairperson of the 
oklahoma Bar association young lawyers Division and 
will sit on the oBa Board of governors. he practices law 
in shawnee, oklahoma, as a partner in the firm of stuart, 
Clover, Duran, Thomas & vorndran llP.
Richard Vreeland (’06) was appointed by legal aid services 
of oklahoma inc. as the family law advocacy coordinator. 
he is the managing attorney of the norman and shawnee, 
oklahoma, offices and previously served as the coordinating 
staff attorney in the oklahoma City office. 
Scott Biggs (’07) was elected to the oklahoma house of 
representatives from District 51, which includes grady, 
mcClain and stephens counties. he practices law in 
Chickasha, oklahoma.
Quincy Leigh Jaeger (’07) was named general counsel of 
greenway Technology based in las vegas. 
Heather Lehman (‘07) joined fellers 
snider as an associate in the firm’s 
oklahoma City office. her practice 
includes workers’ compensation cases, 
civil litigation and bad faith cases, as 
well as social security disability claims.
Rebecca Williams von Groote (’07) joined the staff of the 
University of arkansas school of law as office coordinator of 
the legal Clinic and coordinator of Pro Bono and Community 
service Programming after receiving a master of education 
degree in higher education from the University of arkansas.
Jackie Campbell (’10) and gian Johnson (’10) visit at the 
washington, D.C., alumni reception held on october 11.
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Andre Caldwell (‘08) joined Crowe & 
Dunlevy as an associate in the litigation 
and trial practice group in the firm’s 
oklahoma City office. he previously 
worked as an assistant U.s. attorney 
assigned to the violent Crimes/organized 
Crime Drug enforcement Task force.
Vanessa A. Hicks (’08) became a partner in the sweet 
law firm. she works in the firm’s oklahoma City office 
representing health care professionals in medical malpractice 
cases and state board actions.
Tyler R. Christians (’09) joined farzaneh law firm in 
norman, oklahoma, as an associate. Prior to joining the firm, 
he practiced law in virginia.
Nicholas M. Jones (’09) joined Barrow & grimm PC in Tulsa, 
oklahoma. his areas of practice include business and estate 
planning, banking and probate.
Erin Means (’09) joined the oU College of law as an 
assistant professor of legal research and writing. in addition, 
she was elected to the board of directors of the oklahoma 
Bar association young lawyers Division.
Noah Zuhdi (’09) won the world Boxing Union lightweight 
Championship in september, defeating Panama native 
german Jurado by unanimous decision. 
2010s
Michael J. Davis (’10) published The Copper Creek Killer, a 
mystery novel set in a small oklahoma town disrupted by a 
fisherman’s discovery of a body part snagged on a trotline. 
Imelda Maynard (’10) joined alvarez de Bennett law firm 
PC in oklahoma City as an associate. her practice focuses on 
family law and immigration law.
Aaron Pembleton (’10) was elected to the board of directors 
of the oklahoma Bar association young lawyers Division. he 
is an assistant district attorney in washington County.
Matthew C. Russell (’10) joined Pierce Couch hendrickson 
Baysinger & green llP as an associate in the oklahoma City 
office. his practice includes insurance defense and family law.
Grant Sheperd (’10) was elected to the board of directors 
of the oklahoma Bar association young lawyers Division. 
he practices in lawton, oklahoma, with the firm of goza, 
washington & Company PllC.
Cullen D. Sweeney (’10) is a law clerk to Judge william 
J. holloway, Jr. of the U.s. Court of appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit.
Brittany J. Byers (’11) joined shelton voorhees law group 
in oklahoma City as an associate. her practice areas include 
general civil litigation, real estate law and estate planning.
Christa Evans (’11) was elected to the board of directors of 
the oklahoma Bar association young lawyers Division. she 
works at Continental resources inc. in oklahoma City.
Sean S. Hunt (’11) joined mcafee & Taft as an associate 
in the oklahoma City office. he is a corporate attorney, 
devoting a significant portion of his time representing energy 
companies.
J. Blake Patton (’11) was named by ion Oklahoma Online 
as a recipient of the 30/30 next gen 2012 award for his 
professional achievement, community involvement and 
commitment to oklahoma’s future. he is an associate at 
fellers snider in oklahoma City. 
Kayna Stavast-Piper (’11) is a staff attorney with the state 
Counsel for offenders, a division of the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice, based in huntsville, Texas. she previously 
worked for the U.s. Department of Justice antitrust Division 
in washington, D.C.
The mayo hotel in Tulsa, oklahoma, was the site of an october 
18 alumni reception. Pictured at the event are mary walters 
(’10), Philip Bruce (’11), Colby Pearce (’11), Josh Cline (’10) and 
sierra salton (’12).
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Patrick L. Stein (’11) joined mcafee & Taft as an associate in 
the litigation group of the firm. he previously served as a law 
clerk in the U.s. District Court, western District of oklahoma.
Matthew K. Brown (’12) joined mcafee & Taft as an 
associate. his practice encompasses commercial and business 
matters, including mergers and acquisitions, corporate 
governance, real estate and securities. 
Jeffrey Cartmell (’12) was named deputy general counsel in 
the office of oklahoma gov. mary fallin.
Cody J. Cooper (’12) joined Phillips murrah PC in oklahoma 
City as an associate. he works in the firm’s litigation 
department.
Jordyn L. Eckert (’12) joined mcBride & associates PC in 
oklahoma City. her practice will focus on estate planning, 
bankruptcy and criminal law.
Bryan Chance Holland (’12) joined the oklahoma City firm 
of Pignato, Cooper, kolker & roberson PC as an associate. 
his practice includes insurance law, trucking law and 
professional liability.
Thomas H. Hull (’12) joined The Barkley law firm in Tulsa, 
oklahoma, as an associate attorney. he specializes in medical 
malpractice defense, as well as general and business litigation.
Jason Matthew Kennedy (’12) and his wife, ashley, 
opened syrup, a breakfast and brunch restaurant in 
downtown norman, oklahoma. Profits from the business will 
support medical clinics, orphanages and other humanitarian 
projects in third world countries.
Katherine Koljack (’12) joined gablegotwals as an 
associate in the firm’s Tulsa, oklahoma, office. her practice 
areas are general commercial litigation, bankruptcy and 
employment law.
Barbara Moschovidis (’12) joined gablegotwals as an 
associate in Tulsa, oklahoma. her practice focuses on state 
and federal litigation.
Jeff Riles (’12) joined the oklahoma City firm of Phillips 
murrah PC. he is an associate in the business department 
and a member of the green energy practice group.
Erin J. Rooney (’12) became an associate of Pignato, Cooper, 
kolker & roberson PC in oklahoma City. his areas of practice 
include insurance law, trucking law and professional liability.
Sierra Salton (’12) joined Doerner, saunders, Daniel & 
anderson in Tulsa, oklahoma. her practice includes family 
law and environmental law.
Alexander Sisemore (’12) became an associate at franden, 
woodard, farris, quillin & goodnight in Tulsa, oklahoma. his 
areas of practice include civil litigation, subrogation and real 
property law.
Grant Spencer (’12) became an associate of walker, 
ferguson & ferguson PC of oklahoma City. he will practice 
workers’ compensation defense.
We remember
Joe Nan Allen (’97)
Johnnie Victor Arnie, Sr. (’49)
Danny Ray Beltz (’66)
Helen Frances Besly (’51)
Donald Birchfield (’75)
Peter Lewis Boatright (’60)
Johnny Jay “John” Breathwit (’81)
Charles Wendell Casey (’59)
Donald Lew Cooper (’59)
Jessie Don “Jess” Green (’77)
David Hudson (’60)
Michael Edward Kelly (’63)
C. Wayne Litchfield (’60)
James Wilson McCall (’77)
Linda Kay McCasland (’82)
William W. “Bill” Metcalf (’53)
Eric Alan Overby (’82)
Richard K. “Dick” Race (’62)
Patricia “Tricia” Dickson Rider (’78)
William Robert Saied (’49)
Robert C. “Bob” Schacher, Jr. (’65)
Robert J. Scott (’53)
Edwin Jennings Shapard (’65)
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	OU Law launches new 
program admitting 
outstanding undergrads
The oU College of law is pleased to 
announce that it is now accepting 
applications from exceptionally 
talented undergraduates who 
will have completed 98 hours of 
undergraduate credit by the first day 
of law school. They also must have 
completed all their general education 
and major degree requirements before 
enrolling in the College of law. an 
undergraduate degree will be awarded 
by the undergraduate university upon 
the successful completion of the first 
year of law school. To date, oU and 
osU are partnering with the College 
of law in this endeavor to cut the 
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Morgan Hager joined the College of law staff in 
october as associate director of the office of Professional 
and Career Development. she previously worked as the 
recruiting and associate development coordinator in the 
oklahoma City office of Crowe & Dunlevy PC.
Natalie Andrews joined the staff in late october as the 
assistant to Dean harroz. Prior to coming to oU law, 
she worked in los angeles, new york City and Paris as a 
publicity coordinator and executive assistant to principals 
of various companies.
Sandra Sobrado completed 19 years of service with the 
College of law before leaving in December to pursue 
other opportunities. since august 2011, she has served 
as facilities director and events coordinator. Prior to that, 
sobrado worked more than 17 years as assistant to the 
dean, spanning the terms of three previous deans.
	Owl Ceremony and Academic Convocation welcomes Class of 2015
The Class of 2015 was welcomed at the 2012 
owl Ceremony and academic Convocation 
august 17 in the Dick Bell Courtroom. 
President David l. Boren (’68) addresses 
the first-year students before they took the 
professionalism oath administered by Chief 
Justice steven w. Taylor (’74).
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	Class of 2015 reflects diverse experiences, accomplishments
by Rachel Worthen, OU Law editorial intern
The first-year class of 155 students boasts a variety of interests and accomplishments. a look at the class demonstrates their varied 
backgrounds.
high academic standards are a necessity to study law at the University of oklahoma, and the new J.D. class meets those standards 
without question. The class boasts: 
• one fulbright scholar 
•  one gates millennium scholar 
•  one aBa legal scholars fund recipient 
•  students from 54 undergraduate schools 
•  students with 41 different undergraduate degrees 
•  seven students with master’s degrees 
•  eight national merit scholars 
•  one academic all Big 12 athlete
The class also includes students from a wide variety of professions. These professionals include: 
•  The former youngest mayor in america 
•  asia-Pacific Cryptologic linguist 
•  eight members of the United states military 
• 12 teachers 
• Three debate coaches 
• one nurse 
• one pilot 
• one musician 
• one real estate agent 
• one landman 
• one investment banker 
• one architect 
not only does the class excel in academia, but the students also excel in a variety of extracurricular interests. The class contains:
•  students who speak 11 different native languages  
(including swahili, farsi, Cantonese and arabic) 
•  The 2010 miss Black oklahoma Usa winner 
• five eagle scouts 
•  one black belt in taekwondo 
•  one student who has visited 25 countries 
•  students from eight Big 12 schools 
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	OU Law Board of Visitors






































	Chesapeake Energy visits with students about 
careers in energy
The office of Professional and Career Development brought 
Chesapeake energy employees to oU law september 6 to 
speak with students interested in the energy industry. Pictured 
at the noon event are Theresa Baumann (’12); merideth Bently 
(’10); Casey Delaney (’05), oPCD director; addie Triska; garrett 
Purdum; and elizabeth Base (’94), oPCD associate director.
	Amar speaks on unwritten Constitution
nationally recognized constitutional scholar akhil reed amar 
addressed an overflow lunch crowd september 18 in the kerr 
student lounge. amar, sterling Professor of law and Political 
science at yale University, spoke about “america’s Unwritten 
Constitution and the art of Constitutional interpretation.”
Calling the U.s. Constitution “the hinge of modern human 
history,” amar noted that 225 years ago when the document 
was proposed for adoption, most of the world’s population 
lived under some form of non-democratic rule. since that time, 
a global transformation has occurred, inspired by the american 
democratic experience. now, he said, roughly half the planet 
lives under democracy of some sort. 
amar said the text of U.s. Constitution does not explicitly list all 
of the rules, rights, principles and procedures that we accept as 
integral pieces of american law. “not everything we hold dear is 
in the document,” he said. “it needs an unwritten Constitution 
to complete the interpretation.”
our nation’s collection of values, precedents, traditions and 
practices complement and complete the actual text of the 
document, he explained. when used properly, these extra-
textual aids support and clarify the written document and do 
not diminish it.
after responding to audience questions, amar signed copies of his newest book, 
America’s Unwritten Constitution.
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	OU Law celebrates Amicus Café grand opening 
The ribbon-cutting for the opening of the amicus Café on 
the first floor of Coats hall was held at noon on october 17. 
attendees sampled new items on the café’s expanded menu. in 
addition, from 4 to 6 p.m., the café hosted an “oxford-style” 
pub night for students and professors to enjoy the new space 
and allow oxford summer Program participants to reunite. 
The updated café features expanded seating options, including 
five tables with booth seating and several square wooden tables 
that can be rearranged into conference tables to allow the space 
to be used for meetings. in the southwest corner is a lounge 
area with a large leather couch, four flat screen televisions and 
two armchairs. 
The renovation began last october after a law school survey 
revealed that one of the biggest changes oU law students 
desired was an updated café. amicus Café previously had been 
more like a small convenience store with mostly prepackaged or 
premade food items.
The renovation was made possible thanks to a donation of 
$200,000 from the oklahoma City law firm mcafee & Taft. Part 
of the donation also funds the Oklahoma Law Review annual 
symposium.
“Thanks to a generous gift from mcafee & Taft, we have 
been able to bring amicus Café in line with the remainder of 
our beautiful, state-of-the-art facility,” oU law Dean Joseph 
harroz said. “The café is now a warm and welcoming space 
for our students and faculty members to gather, socialize and 
collaborate.”
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	OAWL auction raises record amount to 
benefit Women’s Resource Center
an oklahoma City 
Thunder fan pack, 
a free night at the 
hard rock hotel, 
salon packages, 
area restaurant gift 
certificates and fun 
evenings out with oU 
law professors were 
among the many 
items up for bid october 25 at sooner legends. hosted by 
the organization for the advancement of women in law, 
the 24th annual auction raised a record-setting $14,550 to 
benefit the women’s resource Center of norman. The funds 
support the center’s community programming for victims of 
domestic and sexual abuse.
 “The organization for the advancement of women in law 
has been helping us for over 23 years, and their donation 
has come to be a kind of support that we can depend on in 
difficult times,” said Joann smith, executive director of the 
women’s resource Center of norman. “we appreciate their 
support even more because it is women helping women, 
and that is what our center is all about.”
	Calvert competitors argue Supreme Court case
The final round of the annual Calvert moot Court Competition 
was held october 19 in the Dick Bell Courtroom. The 
competition, sponsored by the floyd and irma Calvert fund 
for law and liberty, centered on a case currently before the 
U.s. supreme Court involving the use of race in university 
undergraduate admission decisions. 
 after multiple elimination rounds, the two remaining teams 
argued the case before a panel of seven judges. Due to unusual 
circumstances, one of the teams consisted of only one person. 
Ultimately, Denise Davick won the competition on a split decision 
over the team of Joseph allen and milly Daniels.
The team of third-year students milly Daniels and 
Joseph allen was runner-up in the competition. 
allen did double duty during the preliminary rounds 
when he agreed to argue with Davick, who was 
without a partner.
Third-year student 
Denise Davick was 
named the winner of 
the 2012 Calvert moot 
Court Competition.
second-year students John albert and 
matthew Patton greet guests at the door 
and collect admission for the 24th annual 
oawl auction.
	First-year students network with Hartzog 
Conger Cason & Neville
The oklahoma City firm of hartzog Conger Cason & neville once 
again hosted first-year law students at a networking reception at 
their office on september 20. students interacted with numerous 
hartzog attorneys and gained valuable advice regarding being 
successful in the practice of law. at the reception, armand 
Paliotta (center), partner of the firm and a member of the oU 
law Class of 1992, visits with oPCD Director Casey Delaney (’05) 
and assistant Dean for students scott Palk (’92).
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	Order of Coif initiates 20
The initiation of new members into the oklahoma Chapter of 
the order of the Coif on november 3 included 19 members of 
the Class of 2012 and norman attorney micheal salem (’75). 
The initiation ceremony, held in the Dick Bell Courtroom, was 
conducted by professors David swank (’59) and Jonathan forman 
and was preceded by dinner in the Chapman reading room.
	OBA committee visits OU Law
The oklahoma Bar association law schools Committee visited the College 
of law on september 7 and heard reports from faculty, staff and students 




















honorary initiate – micheal salem
2012 Initiates
Twelve of the new initiates stand with professors swank and forman in the Dick 
Bell Courtroom.
	Fellers Snider joins OPCD  
in orientation
first-year students were introduced to the resources 
available through the office of Professional and Career 
Development at an october 18 orientation, sponsored 
by the law firm of fellers, snider, Blankenship, Bailey 
and Tippens PC. firm members provided advice about 
summer clerkships and hosted a reception in the Boren 
atrium after the program. Joining 2l Justin hedges 
(left) and Casey Delaney (’05), oPCD director (center), 
are members of the firm sofia nagda (’10), nick 
merkley (’04) and Curt long (’74).
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	Race Judicata benefits two causes
race Judicata, the annual 5k race and fundraiser sponsored by the student 
Bar association, was held november 4. The family-oriented, dog-friendly 
event also included music and a cookout following the race.
Proceeds from the race support the oU legal Clinic’s Cindy foley scholarship 
and oklahoma lawyers for Children. The scholarship goes to students 
who work in the oU legal Clinic, providing representation to people who 
could otherwise not afford it. oklahoma lawyers for Children works with 
more than 1,000 attorneys and volunteers to protect the rights of abused, 
neglected and deprived children in oklahoma County.
“race Judicata is a great way to spend time with friends at oU while 
raising money for programs dedicated to public service,” said oU law Dean 
Joe harroz. “This race is growing and has become a meaningful annual, 
community event.”
The runners check in before the race.
The horn sounds and participants are off and running.
some of the participants choose a more leisurely pace.
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	Alumni meet for lunch high above Oklahoma City
 
The annual oU law alumni luncheon was held november 14 on the 50th 
floor of the Devon energy Center. Traditionally held on the opening day of the 
oklahoma Bar association annual meeting, the event provides an opportunity for 
alumni to reunite and learn the latest news of the College of law. 
 renée Demoss (’84,) oBa incoming president-elect, presented the outstanding 
senior law school student award to ashley Powell. Bobby Trail, 1l, and gigi 
mcCormick, 2l, received oklahoma Bar foundation Chapman-rogers law school 
scholarships, presented by gabe Bass (’03).
gigi mcCormick accepts the oBf Chapman-rogers law 
school scholarship from gabe Bass.
Dean Joe harroz updates alumni on oU law news.
sarah schumacher, Christa evans (’11), michael Purcell (’11), ashley rahill (‘11) and Jake krattiger (’11) 
visit before the luncheon.
renée Demoss presents the outstanding senior law 
student award to ashley Powell.
gabe Bass presents the oBf Chapman-rogers law school 
scholarship to Bobby Trail.
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Faculty changes
Steven S. Gensler became associate 
dean for research and scholarship at 
the end of the 2012 spring semester. 
gensler joined the oU law faculty in 
2000. he also serves as the director 
of the oxford summer Program and is 
the welcome D. and w. Devier Pierson 
Professor of law.
Brenda H. Barnes (‘99) was named 
assistant professor of clinical legal 
education July 1. Barnes teaches and 
supervises legal interns in the civil 
and criminal divisions of the oU legal 
Clinic. her legal career began in private 
practice, where she handled a diverse 
caseload representing individuals in 
family law, juvenile law and criminal 
law. she served as the defense attorney on the Cleveland 
County Juvenile Drug Court Team and was the recipient of the 
oU College of law kelly Beardslee Criminal Defense award 
in 1999 and the Cleveland County outstanding service to the 
Community award in 2006.
Sarah Burstein joined the oU law 
faculty in august and teaches Civil 
Procedure i, Civil Procedure ii and 
Copyright. she previously worked as 
a law clerk to a federal judge in iowa 
and an intellectual property litigation 
associate in a Chicago law firm. her 
scholarship focuses on the legal 
protection of product design, with a 
particular emphasis on design patent law. Burstein received her 
law degree from the University of Chicago and a bachelor’s 
degree in art and design from iowa state University.
Kit Johnson came to the College 
of law in august after four years of 
teaching at the University of north 
Dakota College of law. she teaches 
immigration, federal Courts and Trial 
Techniques. her scholarly interests lie in 
the area of immigration and, specifically, 
the intersection of U.s. immigration 
law and U.s. business interests. Prior to 
teaching, she practiced general commercial litigation with a los 
angeles law firm and clerked for two federal judges. Johnson 
earned her law degree from the University of California at 
Berkeley, Boalt hall school of law, and her bachelor’s degree 
from wesleyan University.
Erin Means (‘09) is an assistant 
professor of legal research and writing. 
she previously practiced law in enid, 
oklahoma, where she focused on 
litigation involving oil and gas matters, 
construction law, commercial law, 
negligence, contract disputes and 
property disputes. she also served as a 
research and editorial assistant for the 
federal Judicial Center, where she assisted with case law citation 
verification and editorial work for the Reference Manual on 
Scientific Evidence, Third edition. means earned her law degree 
from the oU College of law, where she served as note editor 
for the Oklahoma Law Review.
	New faces and titles
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Faculty honors
	Oklahoma Bar Association honors Wattley 
 Cheryl wattley was selected by the oklahoma Bar association Diversity 
Committee to receive the ada lois sipuel fisher Diversity award. she received the 
award october 18 at the inaugural oBa Diversity awards luncheon and Cle at 
the skirvin hotel in oklahoma City.
  wattley is the director of clinical education and associate professor of law at the 
University of oklahoma College of law. she paid tribute to the accomplishments 
of ada lois sipuel fisher by researching her life and writing a play about her legal 
battle for equality as an oU law student. “i’ll Do it!” has been performed multiple 
times across the state with oU law students as cast members. 
 Under wattley’s leadership the legal Clinic has implemented a mediation training 
program, a clinic that allows students to participate in federal jury trials and argue 
before a federal appellate court and a human rights clinic, in which students 
travel internationally to investigate human rights issues and file reports with the United nations human rights Council.
 wattley also serves as the faculty adviser for oU’s chapter of the Black law student association. she coaches the moot court and 
mock trial teams and hosts a number of diversity initiative events which her students are invited to attend.
	American Law Institute elects Maute and Robertson 
The american law institute elected professors Judith maute and 
lindsay robertson to its membership in september. only 38 
lawyers, judges and law professors in the state of oklahoma are 
members of the prestigious organization.
“we tend to want to improve the law as it applies in everyday 
life or in the courts,” ali Deputy Director stephanie middleton 
said. for this reason, most ali members have distinguished 
careers in the legal field, middleton said, and many have a 
practical bent that provides them familiarity with the real-world 
legal problems ali seeks to solve. 
maute is the william J. alley Professor of 
law, as well as a President’s associates 
Presidential Professor. she teaches 
Professional responsibility, gender-
based Discrimination and feminist 
Jurisprudence and writes and lectures 
on legal ethics, legal history, contracts 
and dispute resolution. she graduated 
from the University of Pittsburgh school 
of law in 1978 and received her ll.m. 
from yale University in 1982.
maute is enthusiastic about working on a new ali project to 
revise the model Penal Code on sexual assault Crimes. “i am 
excited about working on this important issue from the ground 
up. it dovetails with my new service on the board of directors 
for Bethesda inc., which provides treatment to survivors of 
childhood sex abuse,” she said.
robertson is the Judge haskell a. 
holloman Professor of law and the sam 
k. viersen, Jr. Presidential Professor. he 
teaches federal indian law, Comparative 
indigenous Peoples law, Constitutional 
law and legal history. he holds a J.D. 
and a Ph.D. from the University of 
virginia.
robertson is faculty director of the oU 
Center for the study of american indian 
law and Policy and serves as special justice on the supreme 
Court of the Cheyenne-arapaho Tribes.
middleton indicated ali is currently beginning a project on 
american indian law. Due to robertson’s expertise in this area, he 
may be able to provide valuable insight for this project, she said.
Cheryl wattley receives the oBa ada lois sipuel fisher 
Diversity award from Justice noma gurich (’78).
Judith maute
lindsay robertson
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	ABL recognizes Wattley and Harroz
The oklahoma City association of Black lawyers presented its annual ada 
lois sipuel fisher Diversity award to Cheryl wattley november 17 during 
the Black Tie gala at the oklahoma City national memorial and museum. 
The award is presented annually to a person or entity championing the 
cause of diversity in the legal field. 
The aBl also recognized Dean Joe harroz for his commitment to 
diversity in legal education. The award of excellence was presented to 
spotlight oU law’s continuing efforts to maintain an environment of 
diversity to benefit all of its students.
former assistant dean stan evans (’03) congratulates Cheryl wattley on being honored by the 
oklahoma City association of Black lawyers.
	Backus returns to China on Fulbright Grant
after spending a month in China with the eight 
oU law students participating in the summer 
program at renmin University law school in 
Beijing, mary sue Backus returned home for a 
few weeks, packed up her family of four and 
returned to China. The family will be in China 
for an academic year while Backus teaches as 
a fulbright scholar at guangdong University of 
foreign studies in guangzhou.
in China, a law degree is an undergraduate 
degree. Backus is teaching two sections of 
a class, anatomy of the american Jury Trial, 
and one section of introduction to american 
evidence law. 
 of her students, Backus said, “i am absolutely 
in awe of these students. i cannot imagine 
being able to take a Chinese law class in Chinese and yet most of these students function very well in my classes in english.”
“although i enjoy interacting with my students in class, i really love getting to know them outside of class,” stated Backus. “They are 
so appreciative of having a foreign teacher – it’s quite an ego boost! They have been incredibly warm and welcoming in every way. “
her husband, scott Backus (’08), taught english during the first semester, but will teach law classes second semester. Their daughters, 
anna and amelia, are attending an international school.
mary sue and scott Backus, pictured on the great wall of China with their daughters amelia and anna, 
enjoy taking in the sights and learning about the Chinese culture. The family is in guangzhou, where 
mary sue is teaching as a fulbright scholar.
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	OBA president presents special award to Swank
David swank was surprised at the november 14 oBa annual luncheon when Cathy 
Christensen, oBa president, presented him a President’s award recognizing his 
dedication and commitment to assisting bar association members serving the legal 
profession and the public.
Christensen said she came to know and respect swank when they both served on the oBa 
Bench and Bar Committee. “i didn’t even attend the oU College of law and i have as much 
respect, admiration and appreciation for Professor David swank as any sooner,” she said.
“This year David took many calls from me, especially in the last few months as issues of 
judicial independence rose to the surface,” Christensen explained. “we would talk about 
retention elections and judicial evaluations and he would offer guidance and advice.”
Christensen called swank “one of the best of this profession” as she thanked him for his 
advice and assistance with legal research.
oBa President Cathy Christensen presents David 
swank with a President’s award at the oBa 
annual meeting.
	Boren honored at Kuntz Conference 
oU President David l. Boren was the 2012 recipient of the 
eugene kuntz award and the featured speaker at the eugene 
kuntz Conference on natural resources law and Policy held 
november 2 at the Cox Convention Center in oklahoma City. 
established in the early 1990s, the award honors eugene 
kuntz, a former dean and oil and gas law professor at oU, as 
well as a national expert on oil and gas law. 
oU law Professor owen anderson organized and moderated 
the conference. Co-sponsored by the oU College of law, oU 
outreach and the energy and natural resources law section 
of the oklahoma Bar association, the conference is designed 
for mineral law attorneys and petroleum landmen who are 
interested in learning the most current law and policy in the oil 
and gas industry. 
oU President David l. Boren (center), the 2012 recipient of the eugene kuntz 
award, is pictured with the former dean’s family (from left) Travis maloy, 
grandson; karen kuntz maloy, daughter; alicia maloy maddocks, granddaughter; 
mckinzi maddocks, great-granddaughter; and owen anderson, holder of the 
kuntz Chair.
Beyond the classroom
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	OU Law hosts human rights meeting 
The College of law and the international 
indian Treaty Council co-hosted the southwest 
regional meeting of the U.s. human rights 
network october 19-20 in Coats hall. The 
event provided an opportunity for human rights 
and social justice advocates from arizona, new 
mexico, oklahoma and Texas to come together 
to share experiences and strategies. 
The meeting focused on the mechanics of using 
the international human rights system to protect 
human rights, including the rights of indigenous 
peoples. speakers included francisco Cali Tzay, 
vice president of the U.n. Committee on the 
elimination of racial Discrimination.
	Judge speaks on intelligent design decision
 a landmark decision barring the teaching of 
intelligent design in public schools was the 
subject of a presentation December 6 in the 
Dick Bell Courtroom. Judge John e. Jones, 
iii, of the U.s. District Court for the middle 
District of Pennsylvania discussed his 2005 
decision in Kitzmiller v. Dover Area School 
District. he reflected on the Constitution’s 
enduring protection against government 
establishment of religion and responded to 
questions from the audience. 
The public lecture was co-sponsored by the 
College of law and the Presidential Dream 
Course, “mind-Bending religion, law, and 
science.” The class is designed to provoke critical 
thinking by comparing, contrasting and exploring 
the power and limits of three great traditions in 
human thinking: law, biology and religion. oU 
law’s Joe Thai taught the interdisciplinary class 
with Douglas mock, biology professor, and Tom 
Boyd, professor of religious studies.
Chandra Bhatnagar, senior staff attorney with the aClU human rights Program, speaks during one of 
the sessions of the two-day meeting.
Judge John Jones is welcomed to the College of law by Professor Joe Thai.
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 Leo Howard Whinery, Sr.
1926 - 2012
Professor emeritus leo whinery died 
november 11, 2012. he was born 
september 20, 1926, in kansas City, 
missouri. he graduated from high school 
there and later served in the army air 
Corps from 1945 to 1946.
whinery received his bachelor’s and 
law degrees from the University of 
missouri at kansas City and an ll.m. 
from Columbia University. he served as a 
faculty member at the University of missouri at kansas City and 
the University of north Dakota at grand forks before coming to 
the oU College of law. 
he taught at oU law from 1959 until 2003, when he retired 
from full-time teaching status. he taught courses on evidence and forensic evidence. widely published, whinery was often a speaker 
on the topics of evidence and sentencing. 
he was also on the faculty of the national Judicial College in reno, nevada, from 1973 until his death.
 whinery served as a judge of the norman municipal Court from 1960 to 1978 and was presiding judge from 1970 to 1978. 
 a man of many interests, whinery played the violin and was a skilled equestrian. he was active in breeding Trakehner horses at his 
farm in southeast norman, oklahoma, and served as founding president and chairman of the board for the american Trakehner 
association, which promotes the east Prussian riding horses in north america.
 whinery is survived by his wife, Doris, and three sons, leo h. whinery, Jr., michael a. whinery and webster P. whinery, sr.
following a service celebrating whinery’s life at first Baptist Church of norman on 
november 17, a reception was held in the Boren atrium of the oU College of law.
leo whinery
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